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Social benefits for the self-employed:

from policy to practice

The system of social benefits for the

“In fact, in 1948, the introduction of
the Old Age Pensions Act was to give

step taken in 1987 when the two
laws, together with the one on old-

age pensions, wereconsolidatedinto  From left: President of the General Workers Unlon Victor Carachi, Deputy

<

Director General of the Social Security Department Grazio Barbara

which is now the guide for the de-

troduced In 1979. This is related to
the net income that the person has,
what is referred to as “earnings re-
lated™ Of course, the Social Security
according i wb:ebe
o income,

there was a single stamp duty rateas
well as a single pension rate’, Bar-
bara said.

Barbara also spoke about the
widow's pension, where if the
widow, isentitied toa pension in her
name in the context of
ment, then she is entitled to the same
pension rate as her ate hushond
would have been patd. Barbara re-
marked that should the widow’s
pension be higher than her hus-
band's, she would receive the high-

lated in addition to the number of
contributions paid, over the best 10

years during 40 years of employ-
ment

“This is an advantage for all those
whose income (n the kst 10 years
may not have been the highest, when
compared o those years prior’; Bar
bara sald, adding that with this re-
form, whether a person is an
employee or self-employed, every-
one will have the same method of as-

had certain limitations for which
short-term benefits they could
qualify for. For cample, when the
sedf-employed became ill, the sick-

dnllsnoh:r'vﬂdms,
and anyone who is self-
and who submits the blue

pension.
The floor was given to a panel dis-
cussion between CEO of the Malta

the Workers Gian Paul Gaudl and
President of the General Workers
Union Victor Carachi

The speakers spoke about abuse
done to and by the self-employed,
as well as instances of exploitation

being a legal notice by the UHM in
2012, there is not enough aware-
ness or intervention on unpleasant

contract,
ployed or not. should be proposed,

however there is no agreement
among social partners as to how to
reach this goal’, Mamo said.
Carachl said that whoever forms
of a union would still benefit
freedom of association, since
workers can create a union of their

played person.

He mentioned the case of the in-
jured migrant workeg who was left
on the side of the road by his con-
tractor; after falling on a construc-

be revoked, and not just be givena
fine as according to the gravity of
the situation.

Mamo said that there should al-

CEOQ at the UHM Volce of the Workers Glan Paul Gaucl, CEO of the
oneto create the Social Security Act,  Malta Chamber of SMEs Abigail Mamo, and moderator Neil Camileri, Editor-in-Chief at The Malta Independent



